60 Minutes: Sunday 17th April – The Great Debate (Late Term Abortions)

This segment of 60 Minutes on Channel 9 was a fairly poor attempt to give a balanced view on the issue of abortions performed after 20 weeks (this timeframe is used because it was until fairly recently the gestation period at which the unborn could be ‘viable’ outside the womb. ‘Viability’ was originally related to the development of the lungs. The gestation period at which an unborn child has been delivered and survived is now only 19 weeks. Of-course, this ‘viability’ period is dependent on medical technology and has nothing to do with the humanity of the child. Scientifically and biblically the unborn is a human being from the moment of conception.

In ‘The Great Debate’ the producers chose two women who had had late-term abortions where their babies were apparently, severely deformed and unlikely to survive for long. These examples were not truly representative and were probably chosen to try to give some justification to the abortion industry. 

On the 60 Minutes website is the following quote, which was also stated in the introduction: “It's emotional, it's heated, and it's a dirty fight, even though only a tiny proportion of abortions are late term, and usually they're carried out when something's terribly wrong with the baby.”

Yes it is true that perhaps only 1% of abortions are post 20 weeks but that is still around 1000 pa. In Australia, and as many statistics and the comments of the abortionists themselves show, most of these are NOT when something is terribly wrong with the baby. Something is instead terribly wrong with our society that allows this killing to continue.

Grundmann who was interviewed on the program, has himself stated that he performs late term abortions for a broad variety of social reasons.1 Late term abortions are NOT carried out because of any severe threat to the mother’s health 2 as was implied by one of the women in the program. Grundmann even admitted abortions are undertaken because of down’s syndrome and spina bifida. I think the following quote is one of the best responses to this appalling discrimination against human beings with disabilities. “The quality of a person’s life cannot be measured by how much they have accomplished, but by how much love they can give.”  Shiela Pauls (writing about her cute severely handicapped child)3.

There have been many instances where, despite diagnosis of a ‘severe medical condition’ the child has been allowed to live and has been born quite healthy or has been born and only lived for a few hours or days or weeks and yet brought such love into the world in that time. It is God’s prerogative to choose when He takes us.

It was also worth noting that Grundmann was not prepared to repeat his descriptions of how he performs these gruesome killings. He has stated elsewhere that “the aesthetics of the procedure are difficult for some people and therefore it may be difficult to get staff”4.

At least the program closed appropriately with one of the mothers interviewed saying she would never again ‘play God’. This is the whole point – the taking of the life of the most vulnerable and innocent of human beings is indeed ‘playing God’ and should fill us with great fear and trembling for the day of reckoning will come when we will stand before Him and give account for our deeds.

To the producer’s credit, the program did show some 4D ultra-sounds of unborn children at 20 weeks, which were stunning and showed so vividly the humanity of these babies. However the presenter, Peter Overton did make some statements re the development of the unborn at 8-12 weeks (the gestation period at which most abortions are performed) which were misleading. Every abortion stops a beating heart and terminates measurable brain waves. Approximately 88% of abortions are performed between 6-12 weeks gestation. After the first trimester (12 weeks) a baby only grows and matures – nothing new develops or begins functioning.

The program also trotted out a pro-abortion mantra that this debate had ended 30 years ago – while this is their desire and perhaps highlights how appallingly ineffective the pro-life movement has been in the last 30 years, this is far from the case. The program also pandered to pro-abortion semantic gymnastics of using the terms anti-abortion and anti-choice rather than pro-life and pro-choice for the life of the baby and the emotional well-being of the mother. A reading of Melinda Tankard Reist’s book ‘Giving Sorrow Words’ clearly shows that abortion is far from a helpful option for the mother but a path of great pain, which can only truly be overcome through the forgiveness found at the foot of the cross of Christ Jesus.
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